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Community is the Bridge out of 

Homelessness 
By Annie Heart , Executive Director 

Each day I start by checking the calendar for 

appointments, meetings, tasks and planning.  The 

calendar is overbooked with monthly meetings -  

HSSN (Housing Support Services), IAN (InterReligious 

Action Network of Washington County), Family Bridge 

Board, Church Coordinators, Sunday Services to 

attend to promote Family Bridge, Volunteer 

Recruitment, Speaking engagements at Civic Groups 

(Kiwanis, Soroptimist, Optimist), the Shelter Partner 

Network , seminars, networking events, program 

development, procuring funding and grant meetings.    

     Often about mid way through the week όƛŦ LΩƳ ǘƘŀǘ 

ƭǳŎƪȅύ L ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘŜŘ Ƴƻǎt of 

the administrative tasks on the list like writing thank 

you notes, filing, fundraising, recruiting Board 

Member and answering emails.  Why?  Because I 

ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ    

      My passion is working with the families ς the 

stability and wellbeing of their lives is at the forefront 

of what I do.  Their success is critical to the on-going 

mission of Family Bridge.   Every person has a place 

within that wants only to love and be loved.     

      Every person is important ς the familyΩs needs 

take priority over emails and filing.   My responsibility 

is to listen, evaluate, advocate, encourage, support 

people in their process ς meet families where they 

are in their process and help them cross the 

ñBridge out o f Homelessness .ò       

  

 

 

As part of their assessment, I ŀǎƪ άWhat is it you 

want most in life and what is the barrier to getting 

ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƳŜǘΚέ  The number one answer is 

άIƻǳǎƛƴƎ and Money!έ  I ask ά²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ 

strengths?  What experience and life skills do you 

bring to this situation that helped you in the past?έ    

I help people use these strengths to turn their 

situation around.  Everyone has strengths and life 

skills that can help to achieve our goals in life ς the 

hard thing is remembering to use them when we 

find ourselves in crisis.  Families come into shelter at 

the lowest point in their life having exhausted all their 

physical and economical resources, often estranged 

from supportive family, friends and community.  Life 

ŀǘ CŀƳƛƭȅ .ǊƛŘƎŜ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ōȅ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǎǳǊŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ 

basic life needs are met (housing, food, health, 

transportation).  We help families gain confidence 

and become part of a caring supportive community.   

You ς the program volunteers ς and the faith 

community are the primary source of a caring 

support community ς your presence provides hope.  

Families are often amazed that you care as much as 

you do.  They find it unbelievable that volunteers set 

aside their personal needs to open the Shelter House 

for them, and even more amazing that volunteers at 

the churches leave the comfort of their own home to 

spend the night with them.  Thank you for being part 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άIŜŀǊǘ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴέ we share with all people 

when we are in Community.   Annie  

 

Family Bridge Homeless Shelter 
Ending homelessness ς One Family at a Time 

WWW.Family-Bridge.org 

Member of Family Promise 

(aka National Interfaith Hospitality Network) 
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The things we do for others each day 

is the first step in changing the world 

I often get asked how families are doing after they 

leave our care ï Did they get housing? Where did 

they go?  Did he get that job?  Did she have her 

baby?  How are their children doing in school?   

These are normal questions because the families 

we help can impact our lives as much as we 

impact theirs with our ñshared hospitality.ò 

Most of the information about families is kept 

confidential because itôs personal ïand we donôt 

want to violate anyoneôs privacy by talking about 

their personal journey.   

 I want to 

share few 

notes about 

families 

whose 

journey you 

and I have 

shared over 

the years 

and remind 

you that: We 

All do better 

when we 

know others care! 
     Yolanda called me on Thursday night to 

announce that she gave birth to a new baby boy 

that morning! They named him Davion. Daylanie 

is now 4 and attends Head Start.  They were one 

of the first families to come shelter shortly after I 

was hired. 

     Liz called to tell me sheôs attending 

community college and working. Her 3 girls (2 of 

which are twins) are all happy. I look forward to 

inviting them back to visit Family Bridge when 

Girl Scouts plan their next party for shelter kids.    

A member of Girl Scout Troop 456 will be 

starting a ñread books to kidsò project at Family 

Bridge later this month.  

     

 

 

 

 

 

Traci came by this summer to show off her 

beautiful smile ï because she was able to get her 

teeth fixed. She and her artistic teen girls share a 

home with a friend and are happily waiting for 

school to start. 

     Billie has been in her own home for over 2 

years.  She has a new grandson.  Billie is a very 

resourceful hard worker and does house cleaning 

and yard work for some of our volunteers to 

supplement her income. 

     I saw Terry with baby Emma at the Beaverton 

market. Emma is 3 Terry works fulltime at New 

Seasons.  

     Heather calls or stops by every couple weeks 

with her handsome boys ï just 

to let me know sheôs doing 

okay and how much she 

appreciates the volunteers ï 

especially the ones at the host 

churches ï for friendship and encouragement.  

    Jasmine and Dominique (age 3) are living with 

another former shelter family and helping with 

daycare.   

     Mariaôs family continues to thrive ï she took 

classes and is now a ñday-care mom.ò Uzzie is 

still at PCC and the boys are all healthy. 

     Lorieôs daughter, Teresa ï volunteers at 

Family Bridge (works and goes to school).      

NOW THATôS A SUCCESS STORY !! 
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Family Bridge - Inter Faith Hospitality 

Network Congregations 

Hillsboro:  
 ̧ New Life  Baptist  

 ̧ Congregational United Church of Christ   

 ̧ United Methodist Church 

 ̧ Calvary Lutheran Church 

Aloha: United Methodist Church  

Forest Grove:   
 ̧ St. Anthonyôs Catholic Church 

 ̧ First Christian Church 

 ̧ United Methodist Church  

 ̧ Congregational United Church of Christ 

Buddy or Support Congregations: 
 ̧ Unitarian Universalist WWC  

 ̧ Trinity Lutheran  

 ̧ Hillsboro LDS Evergreen  

 ̧ Westside United Methodist 

 ̧ Zion Lutheran Church 

 ̧ Hillsboro Presbyterian 

 ̧ Reedville Presbyterian 

 ̧ St. Matthews Catholic Church 

 ̧ St. Bedes (Forest Grove)                 

  

 

 

 

 Because volunteers often ask for updates we are 

pleased to share the following highlights: This 

year we have sheltered 19 families: 27 adults, 

41 children.  8 families moved into housing since 

January; 3 moved in with family or friends, 3 

went to another shelter, 5 status unknown because 

they have left the area. In 2010 we sheltered 29 

families and 19 moved into housing.The decrease 

in number who moved into housing this year is 

due to lack of employment opportunities (jobs 

that pay a living wage), cuts in housing 

assistance programs and affordable housing. 

Family Bridge is an  
Affiliate Member of éééé 

FFAAMM II LL YY  PPRROOMM II SSEE  
Mission is to end homelessness  

One family at a time   
At the heart of each Affiliate is an Interfaith 

Hospitality Network (IHN)  
 

Family Bridge (an Interfaith Hospitality 

Network) is a nonsectarian shelter program ï 

not affiliated with or limited to a specific 

religious denomination.   We provide a 

ñShelter ï Day House  where families have a 

private room, can keep their personal items 

safe, shower, eat, and access case 

management, the internet and referrals for 

community resources. Families go to local 

congregations (faith communities) for a 

dinner meal and sleep overnight at the 

church (a safe caring community)  with 

church volunteers.ò      

We give mo re than shelter and 

meals ï we provide  HOPE . 

 FAMILY BRIDGE is Sponsored by a group of 

Inter -Faith Communities that  adopt a Family 

Shelter and host families overnight in their 

building for one week at a time (about every 2-

3 months depending on the number of 

churches involved).  Host congregations 

recruit volunteers to serve as over-night hosts 

to provide shelter, meals, and support for 

families without homes.  Family Bridge 

currently has 9 host church sites ï more are 

needed.  Please ask a representative o f 

your Faith Community to contact Annie 

Heart to learn more about hosting 

families with children ï help us end 

homelessness one family at a time!  

http://www.family-bridge.org/  

http://www.familypromise.org/ 

 

REFLECTING ON THE 

 MOMENTS  

THAT TOUCH OUR HEARTS 

http://www.family-bridge.org/
http://www.familypromise.org/
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My personal friend, Diane, a member of Clackamas 
County Democrats who has never been to Family 
Bridge or a Family Bridge event, recently donated 
$100 to the Shelter through our website.  When I 
thanked her she said she wished she could do more 
but she is retired and her resources are dwindling. 

I told her ï every donation  

Makes a difference!  

THANK YOU ï to all the Donors, 

Volunteers, & Grant Makers,  who help 

us make a difference . 

June 30 th  Fiscal Year End Report  

INCOME 
 Faith Community Contributions ï  

Calvary Lutheran, Cedar Hills UCC, 

Hillsboro 1st Cong. UCC, Hillsboro 

Presbyterian, Hillsboro, Westside, Aloha, 

and Beaverton UMC, New Life Baptist, 

Unitarian Fellowship ï Inspiring! 
    4,714.00 

 Individual Contributions ï Awesome! 
8,995.33 

 Community Organizations -  

Sweet Tomatoes, Peetôs Coffee, PEO, 

Workplace giving - United Way, Schools, 

Windemere, Providence, Grange, 

Optimist, Ardiri Vineyards,- Supportive! 
9,845.52 

Volunteer Match (Intel) ï Hard Workers! 
3,745.00 

Public Safety Levy (county) A Blessing! 
38,013.00 

 CDBG  (federal) Volunteer Manager 
Reimbursement Grant ï Ends 6/30/2012 

29,126.93 
 ESG, SHAP CAO (shelter grants) ï 
Facing Budget Cuts this year 9,449.00 

Special Projects ï Make a Difference! 
 

 

Valentines Dinner/Auction 
14,593.92 

 

Other Special Projectsð 
Rose Springs Drumming & 
Thanksgiving (IAN sponsored) 

1,875.30 

Grants CAO - EFSP (FEMA shelter 
funds) ï Under-funded !! 18,039.00 

 Interest   305.73 

TOTAL INCOME   July 2010-June 30, 2011    138,707.73 

 

  IN KIND DONATIONS - estimated at: 

House Volunteer Hours = $20,000 per year 

Host Congregation Hours = $15,000 per year 

Dinner Meals = $12,000 per year 

Supplies (Personal Care Items, Bedding, 

  Cleaning Products)  = $10,000 per year 

Hope - Hospitality & Community  = $Priceless$ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
EXPENSES 

      
160,293.38 

Office Supplies 1,108.75 

 IHN Marketing/training mat. 136.85 

 Printing and Photocopying 2,446.76 

 
Administrative Expenses 3,692.36 

 Cleaning & Other Supplies 782.23 

Food Supplies 843.73 

Health and Hygiene Supplies 120.42 

Linens 559.37 

 
Operating Expenses 2,305.75 

 Telephone and Internet 4880.27 

 Newspapers 89.85 

 
Travel & Training 576.25 

Utilities - Other 
        4,620.20 

  Direct Guest Assistance ï  
 Deposits, Fees, Transportation (Tri-met & 
Gas cards), Food,   Prescriptions,  Other         7,641.19 

 
Facilities & Equipment 3,859.09 

 
Insurance prop, D&O,SAIF - Other 5,492.60 

Auction Expense 7,032.30 

Program Relations - Other 2,347.14 

 
Program Expense 9,379.44 

 
Contingency Fund 434.53 

 
Screening Expense 846.18 

 

Payroll Expense 
-9,982.89 

 

Professional Services (audit) 
5,500.00 

 

Salaries, Payroll Taxes, Health Insurance 
Executive Director/Volunteer Coordinator 119,175.61 

 
TOTAL EXPENSES 160,293.38 

 
Net Expenses over Income -21,585.65 

 

Funds carried over from prior years 
to balance 21,585.65 

 

Your tax-deductible gifts will help to sustain and 

improve our programs as well as our community. 
Send Tax deductible donations to 

Family Bridge, P.O. Box 4073,   
Hillsboro, Oregon  97123 

Or visit our Website 

www.Family-Bridge.org 
Click on ς Pay Pal 

And donate to our Guest Assistance Fund 
 

 

http://www.family-bridge.org/


September, 2011 Page 5 

 

 

We need you to he lp m ake a 

difference  in the life of homeless 

families with children  

 

Volunteers are the Heart of 

Family Bridgeôs Mission to 

End Homelessness ïOne 

Family at a Time  

 

Volunteer 

Orientation  

Learn about Individual , 

Group and Intern 

Opportunities 

 

 

Thursday, 

Sept. 22  ï 6:00 p.m.  

Location:  Family 

Bridge Shelter  

Please RSVP ï W eôll 

have snacks!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are a non-profit Shelter 

for homeless families with 

children and part of Family 

Promise (Interfaith 

Hospitality Network ). For 

more information about the 

Family Bridge shelter 

program and a volunteer 

application please visit our 

website at: 

www.family-bridge.org 

 

To Sign up for an orientation, 

please email 

familybridgevolunteer@gmail.com 

or   familybridge@gmail.com or 

call:  503-844-2919 

 

Weȭre located at:  

183 SE Sixth Ave.,  

Hillsboro, OR 97123 

  
 

 

http://www.family-bridge.org/
mailto:familybridgevolunteer@gmail.com
mailto:familybridge@gmail.com
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Location:  183 SE 6th Avenue, Hillsboro, OR 97123 
 Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 4073, Hillsboro, OR 97123 
Phone: 503-844-2919   Fax:  503-844-6329   
Executive Director Annie Heart   familybridge@gmail.com 
501c3 Non-profit Organization ς Tax id #-31-1682683   
Website:  www.Family-Bridge.org 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Bridge 

Interfaith Hospitality Network 

P O Box 4073 - 183 SE Sixth Ave 

Hillsboro, OR  97123 

 

TO: 

Family Bridge Board of Directors ð Chair: Rev. Matthew Egan; Vice Chair Ernie 

Coufal; Treasurer Robert Danielson; Secretary Ruthann Odell, Church Relations: Loren Walt; 
Volunteer Intern Representative: Alex Ramirez; Community Representatives:  Cassie Oroian, 
Chuck Riley, Webpage: Paul Becker 

Personally invite You to attend our annual 
FAMILY BRIDGE SHELTER  ï ANNUAL OPEN HOUSE  

Sunday, September 18, 2011   - 3:00-5:00 p.m. 

183 SE Sixth Ave., Hillsboro, 
Meet & Greet Board Members, Appreciate our Volunteers,  

Church Hosts, Coordinators, and Staff 
Learn more about our Programsñ 

Celebrate the Hospitality we Give and the Hope you Bring to the Families we Serve 

RSVP to familybridge@gmail.com    A light lunch & dessert will be served 

 

 

mailto:familybridge@gmail.com
mailto:familybridge@gmail.com

