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A note from Mark Ireton

Board Member (and newsletter editor)

 How many times have we seen a car stranded by the side of the road?  All too often we are in a rush to get somewhere, and we assume that someone else will help.  We may be reluctant to offer help to a stranger, but what if it were your sister or daughter?  What if it were your neighbor?  And if you could not be there for your sister in her time of need, would you wish for a good Samaritan to help her out?  What if that Samaritan is you?


Those that have a support structure of family and community can receive help in a time of need.  But we live in a mobile society with many broken families.  Family Bridge provides the basic necessities of food and shelter so that families can return to self-sufficiency.  We are all part of a larger family of brothers, sisters, sons, and daughters.  Thank you for your support of Family Bridge and our mission.

Family Bridge is one of 3 Shelters in Washington County for families with children. (reflection from Annie Heart, Exec. Director) 

Since January 8 families (15 adults and 23 children) have participated in the Family Bridge Shelter program.  Three of these families moved into housing.  One family moved into a large house, one moved into a 3 bedroom town house and 1 moved into shared housing. Two families left Washington County and we are unsure about their outcome at this time. 

    Currently 3 families are living at Family Bridge: two families are moms and dads (one with 3 children and one with 2) and one is a single mom with 3 children.  Our oldest child is 14 and our youngest is just 3 weeks old.   
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One of the unfortunate realities that affect about 1 in 5 families in the Shelter system is that, despite their best efforts, sometimes families are not successful in finding employment and housing while in the program. We, the staff and volunteers form a caring relationship with our families and it is always distressing and sad when a family gets near the end of their 6 week stay and face being homelessness again because despite their efforts to do so they may not be successful in landing a job to increase income so they can afford to rent a place to live.  Often I am asked: “What happens to these families?”


The sad reality is that sometimes a family is again homeless when they leave Family Bridge. Because of the Fair Housing Laws unless they have a rental contract (agreement) with a property manger we are not always able to extend their stay beyond their exit date.  


This means the family is again homeless and must return to the Shelter waiting list.  When this happens they will be referred to the next shelter with an opening.  
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This means they successfully become employed and/or increase their income level, access daycare programs, complete the Ready to Rent class, and successfully move into rental housing.  The average length of stay in the Family Bridge program is 35 days.  


The reason Family Bridge works for our families and why they are successful is because of the community support of the churches who host our families.  Many church volunteers interact with families.  This interaction forms relation-ships that link families with supportive resources and caring people.  This extended care really has an impact on our guests - we all do better when we know others care about our success.  When ask guests what they remember the most about the program after they move into housing - they always talk about the volunteers. 

Today’s Interfaith Host Congregations model the kind of faith commitment to helping homeless families achieve self-sufficiency that changes lives one family at a time!  

Hosting Congregations include:  

Hillsboro: 

*Congregational United Church of Christ  

*United Methodist Church, 

*Calvary Lutheran Church 

Aloha: 

*United Methodist Church 

Forest Grove:  

*First Christian Church, 

*United Methodist Church, 

*Congregational United Church of Christ

Buddy or Support Congregations:

Unitarian Universalist Church

Hillsboro LDS Evergreen Ward

Sonrise Community Church

Westside United Methodist

Other Communities of Faith supporting the Mission of Family Bridge with donations, temporary emergency shelter housing, financial contributions, gift cards, food, furniture, and volunteers are:

*Sonrise Community Church

*Emmaus Community Church Tanasbourne

*Community of Christ Church Hillsboro

*St. Bedes Episcopal

*Hillsboro Presbyterian Church

*Southminister Presbyterian Church

*Sunset Christian Fellowship


If your church, congregation, or faith community would like more information about the Family Bridge Shelter Program and the Interfaith Hospitality Network, or to learn more about the ways to help bring hope to families with children, please contact Anne Heart, Executive Director.  She is available to do presentations during worship, mission moments, for small groups, schools, and civic organizations.  

  Annie Heart  

503-844-2919 or familybridge@gmail.com
[image: image1.png]



Volunteer Manager’s Notes:

"Children must have at least one person who believes in them.  It could be a counselor, a teacher, a preacher, a friend.  It could be you.  You never know when a little love and support will plant a small seed of hope."

 Marion Wright Edelman

Lending your hand and opening your heart and ears to homeless families with children in our community requires very special people who are dedicated to caring for the welfare of others.  Volunteers at Family Bridge are these special people everyday of the year.

Volunteering requires a commitment to helping families re-establish stability and self-sufficiency.  Our volunteers know how to convey hope and compassion to children and adults during stress. Because homeless families often have little or no support system, volunteers at the Day House and all of our participating churches are their temporary support system.  Family Bridge is extremely grateful to every volunteer who helps us achieve our mission.

Please attend this special event in your honor.

Volunteer Appreciation Reception

You're invited to join us for refreshments, fun, and fellowship
Theme: Volunteers Plant Seeds of Kindness

When: Saturday, May 17, - 2:30-4:00 p.m.

Where: Cornell Estates 


(Retirement & Assisted Living)  


1005 NE 17th Ave. Hillsboro, OR 97124

Please RSVP by May 12th to JoAnn 
at 503-844-2919

Or FamilyBridgeVolunteer@gmail.com
Volunteers are the only human beings on the face of the earth who reflect this nation's compassion, unselfish caring, patience, and just plain love for one another.     Erma Bombeck

Are you looking for a way to make a difference in your community?  Do you enjoy spending time with children?  If so, you should become a Family Bridge Day House volunteer. We are currently looking for volunteers available weekly, monthly, or on-call during weekdays (Mon.-Fri.) from 7-9 AM and 3-5 PM.  Day House volunteers interact and help the families go about their daily living or work on a repair that will keep our house safe and in good condition. Your help is needed as we continue to work toward ending homelessness in our community.  Please call 503-844-2919, email FamilyBridgeVolunteer@gmail.com, or visit (during business hours) Family Bridge to learn more about our program and volunteer opportunities for groups and individuals.

Your help is needed as we continue to work toward ending homelessness in our community. At least 17 volunteers at the Day House are needed each week to support the activities of families.  From July 2006-2007 more than 400 volunteers helped create a safe environment for families with children staying at Family Bridge. Volunteers provide more than 1,000 documented hours per month at Family Bridge.

The increase in the number of Day House volunteers contribute to Family Bridge’s success. Here are our recent statistics. 

# of Volunteers (some did multiple shifts)
 

Total hours contributed

January

50
241

February

35
175

To volunteer email: Familybridge@gmail.com
or contact us at: (503) 844-2919

How You Can Help

Your tax-deductible gifts will help to sustain and improve our programs as well as our community.


Family Bride has a new Sign!!

On the front porch of the Family Bridge Shelter House, above the iron rail, is a beautifully sculpted iron metal work sign imaging our Family Bridge logo.  This art-work was created by Eric Canon—yes the same Eric Canon who co-chairs the Interfaith Committee on Homelessness.

Since becoming a sculptor/craftsman in1969, Eric has done thousands of metal projects and solved many problems for his clients.  Eric also designed and built a 30 foot bell tower for a church in front of the United Church of Christ in Forest Grove.  He sculpts lamps, sculptures, functional objects and railings using brass, bronze, copper, aluminum and stainless steel.  Working with clients, architects, contractors and designers Eric is able to bring his experience and skill to bear on the specific task and need.


The Performing Arts Center at Pacific University in Forest Grove features two wall sculptures of Eric’s designed of brass, bronze, aluminum and copper.  Presently he works entirely from commissions.  Though he has worked with various galleries in the past, he presently has no gallery affiliations.


Eric offers a wide variety of approaches to clients' needs; he is welcoming, friendly, and easy to talk with.   Please contact Eric at Metalworks, 1923 Elm Street, Forest Grove, Oregon 97116, Phone & Fax: (503) 357-3282, if he can be of help to you in any way.  Eric enjoys a challenge, and if there's something you've been wanting in metal, he can probably figure out a way to do it!


Metalworks is where art and metal combine – check out our new Family Bridge house sign facing Washington Street.
“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful people can change the world. Indeed, it's the only thing that ever has.” 
Margaret Mead

Ending Homelessness

One family at 

a time...

Who are the Homeless in Oregon?

· Of the over 1200 officially counted homeless are families with children – not the stereotypical single adult male person

· Families make up the majority of homeless people seeking services in Washington County.

· Washington County has a slightly higher fraction of chronically homeless than in the USA in general.

· The average age of a person in a shelter is a 12 year-old child and over 1300 public school students are homeless.

· The # one cause of homelessness is economics.  One in four Oregonians spend more than half their income on rent.  

· What is missing: living wages, affordable housing, rent assistance, eviction prevention, transportation, day care, health care and advocacy. 

Family Bridge Changes lives one Family at a Time

We are a unique shelter that is a cooperative community program providing food, shelter, safety, warmth and compassion to homeless families.  Your contributions help families with transportation (max passes, gas cards, taxi vouchers in emergency), clothing, laundry, food, and a safe temporary home as they transition the bridge from homelessness to housing.

Family Bridge Wish List

If you are interested in donating to our needed supplies list, we are in need of the following items:

· Diapers, Infant formula

· Snacks for School Kids (juice boxes, snack bars)

· TriMet Bus/MAX tickets 
· Family passes for the Zoo

· Postage (stamps)

· Large canvas duffle bags

· Gift Certificates/Cards – for clothing, shoes, and other necessities (Fred Meyer, Albertsons, Target, Ross, Payless Shoe Store, Fashion Bug, Goodwill – these are popular!)

· Household Cleaning Supplies, toilet paper, paper towels, etc

Home Pins® Fundraiser

Family Bridge is offering House Pins® by Lucinda (www.lucinda.com).  Lucinda conceived the idea of these pins as a way to end her own homelessness while spreading a message of hope.  The cost is $15 and they are available at the day shelter.  If you would like to sell pins at your church on behalf of Family Bridge, please contact us (email: Familybridge@gmail.com or phone at: (503) 844-2919).


[image: image2.png]



For more information about Family Bridge,

 visit our Webpage:  www.family-bridge.org. 

 To Volunteer or Join the Interfaith Hospitality Network of Host Churches – 

Contact Annie Heart, Exec. Director

Familybridge@gmail.com
Or JoAnn Eden, Volunteer Manager

familybridgevolunteer@gmail.com
Or phone:  (503) 844-2919
A POOR MAN'S WEALTH----Playreading
by Deborah Rodney
Sunday, April 27,   6:30 PM
Southminster Presbyterian Church   12250 SW Denney Rd. Beaverton...
FREE
(Donations accepted for the continuing presentation of play and/or for Dignity Village)

 

An amazing opportunity to help the community at large deal with stereotypes about homeless people...why they are homeless...how they live. This is a play reading (actors will be doing the reading...but will not have a lot of props, etc.)  I saw this about 2 months ago.  The author, Deborah Rodney, presented it to an audience of approximately 20 residents of Dignity Village, plus a few others, as a way to get feedback on the script.  The residents of Dignity Village were amazingly positive---they felt the play offered a very true reflection on people who are homeless. 

     The play is hard-hitting, funny and poignant; a view of the world through the eyes of six homeless people and their dog.  This is an entertaining---but powerful---way to learn about the issues that surround homelessness and poverty in our community. 
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The US Census Bureau reports that over 12 percent of the U. S. population now lives in poverty. That’s more than one in every nine people and one in six children.

Millions of people whose income is above the official poverty line also cannot afford basic necessities. They do not have things that many American families take for granted and regularly have to choose between paying the rent and putting food on the table. 

Families with children are the fastest growing segment of the homeless population—40 percent of the urban homeless population and 50 percent in rural areas. 

Why? There are many reasons why so many of our neighbors live in poverty:

· lack of affordable housing 

· jobs that pay low wages and offer minimal benefits 

· the high cost of childcare and health care 

· inaccessible public transportation 

The Mission of Family Bridge is to provide homeless families with the comprehensive support they need—housing and job placement services, mentoring, links to community resources—and to foster community-based responses to poverty.
BENEFITS OF BEING AN INTERFAITH HOSPITALITY NETWORK HOST CHURCH   

· More than eighty percent of Network guests secure permanent housing. 

· Cost-effective mobilization of existing community resources. 

· Assists homeless families for about 1/3 the cost of public programs. 

· IHN becomes catalyst for other community initiatives, such as job counseling, parenting workshops, and transitional housing. 

· Opportunity to make a difference in their own community. 

· Opportunity for families to volunteer together. 
· Range of volunteer jobs fits varying schedules, talents, and commitment levels. 
· Offers meaningful family-centered outreach. 

· Offers interfaith partnership opportunities.
Often the relationship between a family and the IHN continues after their stay.
 The IHN door is always open for families seeking advice and support. 
Many guests return as volunteers and mentors, helping to create true community of hospitality.
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2008 Community Faith Forum
"The Faith Community Confronts Violence"
Wednesday April 23 -- 8:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 
[image: image6]Providence St. Vincent, East Pavilion 
9205 SW Barnes Road, Portland, Oregon

Workshop Sessions: Domestic Violence, Violence in Schools and Hate Crimes. Online Registration is open!  Go to: www.ianofwashingtoncounty.org/events.html
Family Bridge

Interfaith Hospitality Network

183 SE Sixth Ave., P O Box 4073

Hillsboro, OR 97123

TO:

 


FAMILY BRIDGE


Member of the National Interfaith Hospitality Network


April 2008 Newsletter


Our Mission�Family Bridge serves homeless families with children 


by providing shelter, meals, help and hope 


so that they may achieve stability and self-sufficiency.





Monetary Donations


Tax deductible donations 


may be mailed to	


Family Bridge P.O. Box 4073


Hillsboro, Oregon  97123





With access to one-on-one case management, career counseling services, referrals to other social services, and assistance to afford essentials like transportation, deposits, and other essential items most families acquire jobs and housing before exiting the Family Bridge Shelter Program.  
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