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Reflections from Annie Heart  

Executive Director 

Happy New Year and thank you 

for The Gift of Hospitality 

When it comes to the cold and dark 
of Winter and the Holiday Season my 

instinct is to snuggle by a fire with family, friends 
and food.  In our culture, and because I’m in the 
business of caring for others - the winter and the 
holidays, with all the rush and preparation, can 
be a bit overwhelming.   But - Winter’s gift is that 
we instinctively think about reaching out to 
family, friends and community.  It’s a time of year 
when there seems to be a greater need for 
hospitality and to “include” those who may not 
have enough resources. 
     I get overwhelmed with the rush--the sense of 
obligation—the need to hurry up and “give” 
something—or to “include everyone I know and 
touch” - before its too late.” It feels like it’s 
suddenly everybody’s birthday.  It’s a 
time to reveal and make known to 
others that we really do care about 
their well-being.  Our instinct is to 
engage in hospitality - come together, 
share food and beverage honor all traditions of 
giving,   huddle by the fire – keep each other 
warm and nourished and wait for winter to 
pass—wait for the light to return – the gift of a 
new year.   
     The strong need to “give” is related to an 
instinct to be with others.  The gift we give is an 
invitation to invite others into our lives because 
we need to actually be part of a community to 
keep us safe from the cold and dark of winter.    
     The gift of Winter is Hospitality.  When the 
danger (dark and cold) of winter begins, our 

natural instinct is to call everyone back home, to 
embrace love - bring family inside, gather around 
the fire, bake bread, share the harvest soup, 
make sure everyone is safe inside and sleep till 
the safety and warmth of the light to returns.   
     Winter is a vulnerable time.  In our search for 
hospitality (having our basic needs met) we open 
ourselves to love.  We exchange gifts—present 
ourselves to others—in an attempt to say "I love 
you and I need to be loved."   
     This is a season when we trust our heart. My 
world is full of people who trust their heart when 
it comes to providing hospitality so that others 
can come inside and gather by the fire and I hope 
that it will always be so because it is key to the 
survival of Family Bridge. It's part of the strength 
– that brings us together to make a difference.   
        As the New Year unfolds, I hope you found 
pleasure in the fragile light – warmth in the 
sparkle and glitter, the singing of familiar songs 
for all the joy that’s in them and the memories 
they bring.  I hope you were able to touch and 
feel the true spirit (and gift) of the season of 
hospitality in your own heart and home.  
     The gift for me is in knowing that because of 
Your generous hospitality this winter our 
program has received many gifts that will 
nourish, sustain, and support the BRIDGE that 
because of our many volunteers, hosts, friends 
and community will make a difference in the 
lives of homeless FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN–
who wait for the darkness (the poverty) of 
winter to pass.  
      Thank you to all of you who are reading this 
message for making possible the Family Bridge, 
Interfaith Hospitality Network Shelter Program 
that sheltered 29 families this year and continue 
to provide a supportive community to families 
who graduated from our shelter program and 
moved into a home of their own.     
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It is no small miracle   

 
Because of your gifts - Families who have graduated 

shelter and moved into their own home know that 

they are still part a caring supportive community that 

wants them to succeed.   

ς Thank you for everyone who Adopted families who 

still need to know WE CARE.    
I offer a special heart-felt thank you to the all the 

people and organizations for helping to make life a bit 

easier for our families (in and out of shelter)  

THANK YOU TO:  

LƴǘŜƭΩǎ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ Match of $2,660 

The Washington County Inter-Religious Action 

Network for sponsoring the annual Interfaith 

Thanksgiving Service and the gift of $1400.00 

Jaci and staff from Melvin Mark for spending a fun 

filled evening putting up the holiday lights at Family 

Bridge and the gifts you donated.  Thanks for sharing 

my joy that night when I received a call from my 

daughter announcing she had just given birth to a 

little baby girl. 

Girl Scout Troop 40456 for creating a cookie 

decorating party and the gifts you brought and the 

fun time you created. 

¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ IƻƭƛŘŀȅ {ŀƴǘŀΩǎ who adopted 

families and delivered gifts to their homes: 

*Ernie Coufal and the Sunset Realty Group,            

*{ǳǎŀƴ {ǇŀǊƪǎΩ bƛƪŜ ǘŜŀƳ,     

*Kasi & Kerri,   

*Dennis & Susan from Calvin Presbyterian,     

*Kari from the LDS Church of Christ in Forest Grove,    

*Jennifer & Diane (Nike Golf group)    

THANK YOU TO:  

Erika Steiner  for  her generous donation of $1,000. 

 

TO: {ƘŜǊƛ aŎ/ŀǊǊȅΩǎ Ŏƭŀss at St. Francis elementary    

in Sherwood for inviting me to visit them and their 

donation campaign bringing toys, books, diapers,    

gift cards and personal care items. 

THANK YOU TO: 

The Staff at Sweet Tomatoes for donating the money 

from all their cookie sales from Nov 15 - Dec 15 to 

Family Bridge.  Thanks to everyone who bought 

cookies and helped raise over $6,000 from cookie 

sales. The Staff at Sweet Tomatoes adopted families, 

collected donations and treated families and staff to a 

special lunch.  

THANK YOU TO:  

Windemere Realty for their end of year donation of 

$750.00  

tŜŜǘΩǎ /ƻŦŦŜŜ (19250 NW Cornell Rd. off Cornell near 

Whole Foods) for sponsoring Family Bridge the week 

of Christmas and matching donations (up to $1,000) I 

had a great time chatting with people sipping coffee 

on Christmas Eve (including the family I met that 

donated $100 because they were donating to 

charities this year instead of each other).    

Thank you to Providence Health Care for their 

donation of $1,000  

 

Thank you to the many supporters who brought us 

άƎƛŦǘ ŎŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜǎέ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘŜƳǎ 

they ŎŀƴΩǘ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŦƻƻŘ ǎǘŀƳǇǎΤ  to everyone 

who through their place of business, United Way, 

Intel, Greater Giving, PayPal , and your personal 

checks and support all year long. 

Thank you to congregations who made contributions 

of money and time this year.    Blessings to our 

many friends (I may have missed here) who 

generously donate so that we can sustain our 

ministry of hope for families with children ς 

because everyone deserves a Home! 

The Mission of Family Bridge is to end 

homelessness One family at a time.  We give 

more than shelter and meals ï we give HOPE.  

Thank you for your support of Family Bridge.   Thank 

you for opening your heart and welcoming the 

stranger.  Together we can make a Difference!       

Annie  
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Thank You ALL Family Bridge Volunteers 

From Hillsboro United Methodist Host Church 

Coordinator, Barbara Schultz 

Here is a big accolade to all. To those who were able 

to help for the week of our hosting and to all 

volunteers who can and do help over the year. I 

learned so much this time: how much I missed Connie 

and how much she and Mike always do. I learned to 

ask for help from everyone I met, from friends and 

ŦǊƻƳ CŀƳƛƭȅ .ǊƛŘƎŜΦ  L Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ L ŎŀƴΩǘ Řƻ this on my 

own and hope that before the next week of our 

hosting someone will long to be coordinator with me.  

We had 8 new volunteers. Thank you to 

Kathy and Tom, Carol, Debby and Sara, 

Susanne, Kathy and Pat. That is such good 

news and great help, thank you everyone. 

    Shaun Conrad asked a good question; what does 

an overnight host do?   That got me thinking if he 

does not know then maybe others ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŜƛǘƘŜǊΦ  

And once I mentioned this to Mary Foote and how I 

would like to have an evening of giving thanks to all 

volunteers, she loved the idea of celebrating and 

before I could blink an eye she had the date set. 

January 15th 2011 7:00-8:30-Hillsboro UMC.   Please 

come help us Celebrate Family Bridge.   

    There are so many ways you can help so come and 

find out, come and be thanked, come and celebrate 

this important ministry for our church. And there is 

more great news.  We now have two new double 

thickness queen blow-up beds for the hosts.   

    WOW!!!! We have Mike and Connie to thank for 

this. Then Goodwill had a great sale of videos, 10 for 

$5.  I added some new titles to what we already have.  

     Please know that I give thanks for all of you and 

hold you in my heart in prayer.  Blessings, Barbara. 

 
We All do better when they know others care! 
 
 
 

 
 

A Season of Giving (Chris Daley) 

As a volunteer at Family Bridge, I see families come 

and go.  I try to understand what it must be like to live 

in a house with strangers.  You have to get along with 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ ƳŀȅōŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƭƛƪŜΦ  

You have to share your space, share your meals, and 

even share your bathrooms.  Every night you pack 

your clothes and go to a church where you sleep on 

the floor.  You have to take turns using the laundry 

and showers.  You have to follow a lot of rules and 

schedules and guidelines.  Wait a minute - this sounds 

a lot like being in the military!  But I doubt that many 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ άŘǳǘȅΦέ 

My favorite part of volunteering is the children.  

When a sweet little girl climbs up in my lap with a 

book, I feel that all is right with the world.  When a 

little boy snuggles up next to me and wants to talk, 

things are as they should be.  Just being there in the 

right place at the right time makes me thankful that I 

Ŏŀƴ ƎƛǾŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ƛǘΩs just my time and 

attention.  I believe that your happiness depends a lot 

on your attitude about your situation ς you can see all 

the bad things, or you can see some good things.  I 

also believe that anyone could be in the same 

situation if we lost our jobs or had a streak of bad 

luck.  I thank God every day for my good job, my cozy 

apartment, and my two cuddly cats. 

In this season of giving, I wish I could give all the 
families a safe, warm home to live in, with plenty of 
food and money to pay the bills.  I wish I could give 
those sweet little kids toys and games and everything 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƛǎƘ ƭƛǎǘǎΦ  .ǳǘ L ŎŀƴΩǘΦ  !ƭƭ L Ŏŀƴ ƎƛǾŜ ƛǎ Ƴȅ 
encouragement and prayers that they will soon find 
ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƴŜŜŘΣ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƴ ŀǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΣ ŀ ƧƻōΣ ƻǊ 
enough money for a bicycle for their child.  I know 
that God will come through for them ς He always 
does!    Chris Daley  

 

REFLECTING ON THE 

 MOMENTS  

THAT TOUCH OUR HEARTS 
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Inter  Faith Hospitality Network 

Congregations 

Hillsboro:  
 ̧ New Life  Baptist  

 ̧ Congregational United Church of Christ   

 ̧ United Methodist Church 

 ̧ Calvary Lutheran Church 

Aloha:  
 ̧ United Methodist Church  

Forest Grove:   
 ̧ St. Anthonyôs Catholic Church 

 ̧ First Christian Church 

 ̧ United Methodist Church  

 ̧ Congregational United Church of Christ 

Buddy or Support Congregations: 
 ̧ Unitarian Universalist WWC   

 ̧ Hillsboro LDS Evergreen 

Ward 

 ̧ Westside United Methodist 

 ̧ Trinity Lutheran  

 ̧ Zion Lutheran Church 

 ̧ Hillsboro Presbyterian 

 ̧ Reedville Presbyterian 

 ̧ St. Matthews Catholic Church                  

 

 

The smallest gift makes a difference, 

The things we do for others each day 

is the first step in changing the world 

.   

We may only serve 30 families a year, but we 

make a difference one child--one family at a time. 

This year we brought 29 families into shelter 109 

people- (36 parents, 57 Children) 

Average Length of Stay is 35 days  

 We served fewer families because the average length 

of stay was longer this year. 13 families moved into a 

home of their own!   We maintain contact with the 

majority of families after they leave shelter. 

 

 

Family Bridg e is an  

Affiliate Member of  éééé 

FFAAMM II LL YY  PPRROOMM II SSEE  

At the heart of each Affiliate is an 

Interfaith Hospitality Network (IHN ) 

Family Bridge (an Interfaith Hospitality 

Network) is a nonsectarian shelter program ï 

not affiliated with or limited to a specific 

religious denomination.  We are Sponsored by 

a group of Inter -Faith Communities that  adopt 

a Family Shelter and host families overnight in 

their building for one week at a time (about 

every 2-3 months depending on the number of 

churches involved).  Host congregations 

recruit volunteers to serve as over-night hosts 

to provide shelter, meals, and support for 

families without homes.  Family Bridge 

currently has 9 host church sites ï more are 

needed.  Please ask a representative of your 

Faith Community to contact  Annie Heart to 

learn more about hosting families with 

children ï help us end homelessness one 

family at a time!  

http://www.family-bridge.org/  

http://www.familypromise.org/ 

 

Your tax-deductible gifts will help to sustain and 

improve our programs as well as our community. 
Send Tax deductible donations to 

Family Bridge, P.O. Box 4073,   

Hillsboro, Oregon  97123 

Or visit our Website 

www.Family-Bridge.org 

Click on ς Pay Pal 

To make a donation. 

 

 

http://www.family-bridge.org/
http://www.familypromise.org/
http://www.family-bridge.org/
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Is for Share the Love Dinner flyer 
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Location:  183 SE 6th Avenue, Hillsboro, OR 97123 
 Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 4073, Hillsboro, OR 97123 
Phone: 503-844-2919   Fax:  503-844-6329   
To learn more about the shelter program contact Exec. Director:   
Annie Heart   503--844-2919 or familybridge@gmail.com 
501c3 Non-profit Organization ς Tax id #-31-1682683   
Website:  www.Family-Bridge.org 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Bridge 

Interfaith Hospitality Network 

P O Box 4073 - 183 SE Sixth Ave 

Hillsboro, OR  97123 
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mailto:familybridge@gmail.com

